Friday 22nd July 2022
Important Dates – Term 3

Welcome back to the commencement of Term 3. We trust that
everyone had a relaxing and enjoyable holiday.
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Thank you to all families that have attended our 3-way
conferences over the past 2 weeks. These conferences are a
valuable way to see what your child/ren are learning at school
and to celebrate the learning with them.
Our Years 3 & 4 students are very excited with our first camps
in 3 years heading off. Our Yr 4 students are heading to Phillip
Island on 17th August for 2 nights and our Yr 3 students are
heading to Billabong Ranch, Echuca on 7th September for 2
nights also.
Student attendance
A friendly reminder that our staff are on duty from 8.40am to 3.35pm each
day. We have noticed that there are many students who are arriving early in
the morning. Our student’s safety is important to us and we are unable to
supervise them before 8.40am. It is also vitally important that students arrive
on time. Learning time commences from 8.50am daily. Darley Kidz Club is
available both mornings and afternoons if you need to head off to work in the
mornings.
Research demonstrates a strong correlation between students learning,
longer term life outcomes, attendance at school and appropriate participation
in education programs. It is crucial that students develop habits of regular
attendance at an early age. Absence from school means that learning
opportunities are reduced and this can ultimately lead to poorer student
achievement. We encourage all students to attend school regularly and on
time to ensure they receive the explicit classroom instruction. It is
recommended that family holidays should be taken during school holidays
where possible.

Building Upgrade Update
As we work through the many stages of the buildings upgrade, we will
keep you updated as to what we are working on.

Foundation 2023
We are now taking enrolments for children
who will be in Foundation in 2023. Please
feel free to call in to the office to collect an
enrolment pack. Our school tours for this
term will be held on Thursday 11th August
and Thursday 8th September. Please
contact the office to book a place on the
tour.
If you know of any families within our zoned
community, please share this information
with them.

Over the course of the project, The Victorian School Building Authority
and the Provision and Planning Division of the Department will have
staff who will work with us. This team will be known as the Project
Control Group.
Over the holidays, I met with the 3 potential
architects and conducted a school tour of our
buildings and grounds. Each company then
submitted a Tender. The Project Control Group
interviewed the 3 architect companies last
Tuesday (12th July). We have now completed
reference checks and will make our final
decision shortly. Once this is complete, I will communicate with
families along with what the next stage of the project will entail.

COVID Update
As we are all aware, COVID cases across the country are on the rise again. We ask that you read the information below.
One of the most important things we can do to slow the spread of COVID in our community is to stay at home when we
are unwell, even when we have the mildest of symptoms.
What you need to know
1. If your child is unwell, even with the mildest of symptoms, they must stay home.
• If a child becomes unwell during the day, they should be collected from school as soon as possible.
2. If your child has any symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) below, however mild, they should get tested for COVID19:
• Fever
• runny nose
• chills or sweats
• cough
• loss of sense of smell or taste
• sore throat
• shortness of breath
Some people may also have headache, muscle soreness, stuffy nose, nausea, vomiting and diarrhoea. For more health
advice:
• call the 24-hour COVID-19 Hotline 1800 675 398
• call your child’s general practitioner (GP)
• call Nurse on Call 1300 606 024
3. Your child can be tested with a rapid antigen test at home, or a PCR test. They must stay at home until they
receive a negative result and their symptoms have resolved.
• If you can’t get a rapid antigen test or if you’re still worried about your child, you can find and go to a testing site
for a PCR test. Some testing sites have rapid antigen tests as well.
• If a rapid antigen test is negative but your child is symptomatic, your child should have a PCR test done.
• Find advice about getting tested, as well as parent and carer information about rapid antigen testing.
4. If your child has a negative COVID-19 test and their symptoms have resolved, they can return to school.
• You don’t need written medical clearance from COVID-19.
• There are illnesses other than COVID-19 where your child must stay at home for a certain amount of time –
these are listed on the Department of Health ECEC and school exclusion table.
5. If your child has a positive COVID-19 test, they must stay at home:
• Follow the checklist for people with COVID-19.
• If a rapid antigen test at home is positive, report the result as soon as you can so your family can start getting
advice and help:
o Tell the Department of Health by online form or COVID-19 Hotline 1800 675 398.
o Tell your school (including other children at home who are household contacts).
• Answer texts and surveys from the Department of Health.
• You may be able to get financial help or other help to look after your family safely at home.
• When your child finishes their quarantine period, you don’t need written medical clearance from COVID-19 to
return to school.
Further information
• All families can plan and prepare ahead for COVID-19 at home using this checklist.
• You can find information about COVID-19 in different languages.
This advice has been prepared by the Department of Education and Training and the Department of Health.
Rapid Antigen Tests
Free RATs are available through schools for all students and staff in Term 3 and 4. Please contact the office if you
require further RATs.
RATS for students who are household contacts or have symptoms
RATs will continue to be required by students who are household contacts to attend school (5 negative tests over a 7day period) or who have symptoms. The additional supply of RATs to families in our schools will ensure that parents and
carers will have a supply if their child is a household contact or has symptoms.
Families must continue to notify the Department of Health and the school if their child returns a positive RAT result.
Additionally, you should inform us if any of your children are household contacts.
Masks
Whilst the wearing of face masks is no longer mandated, the Victorian Government does recommend wearing a mask
for students over the age of 8 and adults.

Term 2 Steps Board Classroom Winners
Congratulations to our Term 2 Steps Board Winners.
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Our Senior School girl footballers participated in a
local girl’s football day on Thursday 14th July down at
Darley Park. Darley Primary entered two teams, one
team in each of the tackling and non-tackling
competitions. They competed against teams from
other local schools and our tackling team won one
game against St. Bernards.

All of our girls showed great sportsmanship and
enthusiasm on the day and we are so proud of their
efforts. It was certainly a great opportunity for our
senior school girls to participate in a fun day of
friendly football matches. Well done, girls!

Assembly Achievers (Week 1 & 2)
Student of the Week Awards
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1M
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PERFORMING ARTS

FA, FL, FM, FP, 3G & 2D
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Hayes (5/6W) & Max (1M)

1T
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4W
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5/6W Whole Class
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1W
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5/6B

Gus & Ava

Nurture Room

Ava (1S) & Rylan (FL)

2D
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5/6C

Penny & Kayde

Art Club

Imogen (3F) & Reign (FM)

2S

Fallyn & Amelia

5/6E

Cooper & Ayden

Messy Squad

Amelia (2S) & Lincoln (3H)

2V

Maddison & Noah

5/6K

Dante & Myra

Kids Club

Elexis (5/6B)

Awards
Principals’ Awards

Counting on Each
Other

Foundation – 3

Years 4 – 6
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Cooper (56W)
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Cooper (56B)

Noah (56C)

Qi Li (56W)
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Kayde (56C)
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Lucas (56C)

Ryder (56C)

Nevae (56W)

Josh (3F)

Archer (1W)

Clara (3G)

Mitchell (56M)

Fiona Kerton, Damian Oliver & Emma Boughton

Bronwyn Hawken
•

How long have you worked at Darley PS?
This is my fifth year

•

What is your role at school?
Year 3 teacher

•

What is the most rewarding part of your job?
Making school a safe and fun environment for our students

•

What is your ideal way to unwind and relax?
Camping, fishing and bird watching on the Murray River

•

When you were little what did you aspire to be?
A doctor

•

What was your favourite subject at school?
Spelling

•

What skill would you like to master?
Painting – both canvases and walls

•

What book/tv series/podcasts are you right into at the moment?
Podcast- Frontier War Stories with Boe Spearim

•

What is your favourite sport to watch or play?
AFL/AFLW

•

What would you sing at karaoke night?
Can’t Buy Me Love – the Beatles

•

If you could choose to be anything for a day, what would it be?
A Food Critic

•

If you could only eat one meal for the rest of your life, what would it be?
Kingfish Sashimi from Chin Chin

Emma McRae
•

How long have you worked at Darley?
10 years

•

What is your role at the school?
Yr 4 classroom teacher

•

What is the most rewarding part of your job?
Watching students gain confidence in their abilities and be more willing to try

•

What is your ideal way to unwind and relax?
The beach is my happy place and is where I go to relax

•

What’s your most fond childhood memory?
Holiday sleepovers at my Nana's house! I did some amazing trips as a kid so I have many great memories

•

When you were little what did you aspire to be?
At some stage, I desperately wanted to be a vet or a paramedic. Unfortunately despite loving to care for animals, I
don't like when they get sick and I couldn't be a paramedic as I can't stand the sight of blood!

•

What was your favourite subject at school?
At Primary School my favourite subject was Reading. I love to read and went on lots of adventures with my books

•

Ho many languages do you speak?
Just English...I would say very basic French and a few phrases in Mandarin!

•

What skill would you like to master?
the Rubix cube!!

•

What book/tv series/podcasts are you right into at the moment?
At the moment I am reading The Underground girls of Kabul. My favourite podcast is The Junkees, which is Kitty
Flanagan and Dave O'Neill talking all things snack food!

•

What is your favourite sport to watch or play?
My favourite sport to play was netball! I enjoy watching lots of sports, so I couldn't narrow down to one

•

Do you play a musical instrument? If so, which one?
No I don't unfortunately but I am the lead singer, guitar soloist, piano player and dancer for my car performances!

•

What would you sing at karaoke night?
Anything by Pink!! But I LOVE music so honestly, I would be happy with anything!

•

If you could choose to be anything for a day, what would it be?
Prime Minister - change a few policies

•

If you could only eat one meal for the rest of your life, what would it be?
Roast pork belly with rice and broccolini

•

If you were a super-hero, what powers would you have?
I would like the power to heal - I could do a lot of good with that

•

What’s your favourite holiday destination?
I love to travel so I have a lot of favourite places. In Australia it would have to be anywhere on the coast.
Internationally, my favourite city so far is New York

•

Who would you want to play you in a movie?
Emma Watson

•

Do you collect anything?
I have a habit of collecting old antique books

Michael Lucas
•

How long have you worked at Darley Primary?
I have worked at DPS for 19 years

•

What is your role at the school?
Foundation Teacher

•

What is the most rewarding part of your job?
Being able to support students when they are most in need

•

What is your ideal way to unwind and relax?
Watching TV or going for a motorcycle ride with my father

•

What’s your most fond childhood memory?
Building Lego towns with other kids in the street

•

When you were little what did you aspire to be?
A paramedic, though I only really wanted to drive the ambulance!

•

What was your favourite subject at school?
PE, mostly playing team sports

•

How many languages do you peak?
Sadly only one. I would like to learn to speak Latvian at some stage

•

What would you like to master?
How to swing a golf club

•

What book/tv series/podcast are you right into at the moment?
The Wiggles with my two young children

•

What is your favourite sport to watch or play?
I enjoy playing golf, particularly with my friends

•

Do you play a musical instrument? If so, which one?
No, maybe the harmonica one day

•

If you could choose to be anything for a day, what would it be?
A professional golfer

•

If you could only eat one meal for the rest of your life, what would it be?
Chicken parma with chips and salad

•

If you were a superhero, what powers would you have?
The ability to teleport anywhere in the world

•

What’s your favourite holiday destination?
Exploring Outback Australia with the family

•

Who would you want to play in a movie of your life?
Matt Damon

DET School Community Safety Order Scheme
Schools are positive places of learning where everyone has a right to a safe and healthy learning environment. Schools
are also workplaces, and school staff deserve to work in an environment where they don’t feel threatened or unsafe.
From Term 3, 2022, the School Community Safety Order Scheme (Scheme) will come into effect in all Victorian schools.
This Scheme allows principals and other authorised persons to issue ongoing or immediate school community safety
orders that place limitations on the way certain parents, carers or other adults who act in a harmful, abusive or
threatening way behave towards staff, students or others in the school community. Click here for more information
about the Scheme, including a short video that provides an overview of the Scheme.
This Scheme provides a range of safeguards for people who may be subject to an order and their child. For example,
before issuing an ongoing school community safety order, an authorised person must consider the person’s response to
the notice to issue an order and how an order may impact their child. Orders can only be issued as a last resort option if
it is the least restrictive option to address the behaviour. To read more about the protections built into the Scheme for
parents, carers and other adults who may be subject to an order (including information on appeal rights), access the
Department’s website.
Everyone at school, particularly staff and parents/carers, play a role in making school a better place for learning and
work. The Respectful Behaviours within the School Community Policy outlines the shared roles of parents, carers and
school staff in creating a positive environment for learning.
Our mutual objective is to support your child’s education. To do this, we ask that feedback and complaints are both
constructive and respectful. Parents are reminded to follow the school’s complaints policy or process or the
Department’s Complaints Policy if you wish to raise any constructive and respectful feedback.
You can find the Respectful Behaviours within the School Community Policy and other resources to build a positive
relationship with our school community here.

